Can You Spot These Local Animals?
Use the clues that animals leave behind to help find the animals that are living in your area.
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Other Clues

The smallest members of the
North American deer family.
They are found from southern
Canada to South America. One
unusual characteristic of the
white-tailed deer is that the
doe leaves her fawn
unattended for hours at a
time. The fawn has very little
scent and its spotted coat
provides natural camouflage,
which keeps it safe from
predators.
Best known for storing nuts for
the winter. It’s this survival
practice that has probably kept
their species alive for the past
35 million years! And it’s their
forgetfulness on where they
buried these nuts which has
likely planted millions of our
trees! It’s estimated that a
squirrel will bury upwards of
10,000 nuts each fall.
These rodents, the largest
members of the Squirrel
family, dig burrows and live
underground. They are found
all across Canada, except
Newfoundland.

Scat:

Lively and speedy critters,
chipmunks are small members
of the squirrel family. Of the
25 species of chipmunks, all
but one, Asia’s Tamias
sibiricus, is found in North
America.

Scat:

Food Caches:

Home:

Rabbits and hares are found
throughout much of Ontario.
The most common species is
the eastern cottontail rabbit,
which lives in urban and rural
areas. Rabbits are usually
found in or near wooded areas
and meadows. They have also
adapted to increasing
urbanization.
The wild turkey is omnivorous,
feeding primarily on nuts,
berries, acorns, grasses, seeds
and insects. The turkey will
also eat almost any small
creature it encounters, such as
lizards or grubs. The eastern
wild turkey thrives best in
areas with a mix of forested
and open land habitats.

Good places to look for
rabbits are grassy, weedy,
or brushy stretches along
creeks and ditches.

They have adjusted well to
living in close proximity to
humans. They are generally
cautious, shy animals and
would prefer to avoid
confrontations with people.
They are most common in
areas that are adjacent to
green spaces, such as farm
land, conservation areas and
parks.

Check out this link to listen
to what a coyote sounds
like!

Raccoons

An adaptable feeder, raccoons
will eat almost anything—fish,
mice, insects, stolen eggs, and
human trash. Raccoons
sometimes "wash" their food
by rapidly dunking it in water
before eating.

Scat:

Skunks

Skunks are legendary for their
powerful predator-deterrent—a
hard-to-remove, horriblesmelling spray. A skunk's spray
is an oily liquid produced by
glands under its large tail. To
employ this scent bomb, a
skunk turns around and blasts
its foe with a foul mist that can
travel as far as ten feet (three
meters).

Fur:

Rabbits

W ild
Turkeys

Coyotes

Turkeys will gobble in
response to noises in their
environment during their
mating season. The
response is called "shock
gobbling" and it can help
you locate turkeys.

http://www.urbanwildness.c
om/urbanwildness.com/Coy
ote_Howling.html
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